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Why did it happen?What happened?

1. Reread page 12. Why were many of the 
immigrants frightened when they came to 
Ellis Island? Use a graphic organizer like the 
one below to show what happened and 
why.

2. Why has America been called a melting 
pot? Where did you find the answer?

3. Write an interesting sentence using the 
word drifting.

4. How would you feel about leaving your 
home to start a new life in a strange land?

Reader Response
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As Tommy, Lisa, and Grandpa stood 
on the ferry, a voice called out over the 
loudspeaker. “Welcome to New York 
Harbor’s Ellis Island. Ellis Island was the 
port of entry for millions of immigrants to 
America in the late 1800s and early 1900s.” 

Grandpa had told Tommy and Lisa 
stories about his grandmother, who came 
to Ellis Island from Europe. Now they were 
going to visit the island with him!
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Birds were swooping and drifting 
through the air above the harbor. Their 
glaring eyes watched the ferry as it passed 
by. Tommy and Lisa stood by the ferry 
railing and listened as Grandpa spoke. 

“When I was a child my grandmother 
told me many stories about coming to 
America,” Grandpa said. “She told me 
about all of the different people who 
immigrated. They came from many 
different backgrounds. It was hard for 
them to leave their homes and come to 
a strange new land. But they came! They 
worked hard to make lives in America. 
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“Most people in the United States have 
family roots in other parts of the world,” 
Grandpa said. “That’s why America has 
been called a ‘melting pot.’ 

“These days,” he added, “immigrants 
aren’t expected to give up their cultures 
to fit into society as was expected earlier. 
People are more respectful of immigrants’ 
different traditions. But when my 
grandmother came to America, she had 
a hard time. Immigrants faced a lot of 
prejudice because they were different. 
They struggled to fit in. Can you imagine 
what it was like?” 
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“Grandpa, your head is in the clouds,” 
Lisa said with a giggle. “Please pay 
attention. It’s time to leave the ferry!”

Tommy, Lisa, and Grandpa joined the 
looping line of people. When they reached 
the bottom of the ferry ramp, Grandpa led 
them over to a park ranger who was about 
to start a tour.

“Hello, everyone, and welcome to Ellis 
Island,“ said the park ranger. “We start our 
tour today at the American Immigrant Wall 
of Honor. 
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“This wall honors everyone who has 
immigrated to America through Ellis Island.
It also honors people who immigrated 
through ports in Boston, Philadelphia, 
Baltimore, San Francisco, Miami, and New 
Orleans.” 

The park ranger gave them a moment 
to think about all of America’s immigrants. 
“Now, let’s move on to the main building,” 
he said. 
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Inside the main building, Tommy 
looked at the photographs of New York’s 
old immigrant neighborhoods. “It looks so 
crowded,” he said. “There were so many 
people!”

“Yes,” Grandpa replied, “people came 
from all over the world. My grandmother 
had neighbors from Russia, Germany, and 
Ireland. She couldn’t talk to most of her 
neighbors because she didn’t speak their 
languages. For a long time, she couldn’t 
speak English either. 
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“She never complained, but I think she 
must have been lonely. She must have felt 
very different.” 

The park ranger continued speaking. 
“From 1880 to 1930, twenty-seven million 
people entered the United States. About 
twelve million of them came through 
Ellis Island. Most were from Europe and 
Canada. 

“Immigration slowed down between 
1930 and 1965. During those years, many 
immigrants came from Germany, Canada, 
Mexico, Britain, Italy, and Latin America. 
Today, many immigrants to the United 
States come from Asia and Mexico.”

The Ellis Island Immigration Museum

From 1880 to 1930 about twelve 
million immigrants entered 
the United States through Ellis 
Island. Most were from Europe 
and Canada.

From 1930 to 1965 fewer 
immigrants came. Most were 
from Germany, Canada, 
Mexico, Britain, Italy, and 
Latin America. Today many  
come from Asia and Mexico.
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Tommy and Lisa looked at more 
photographs of old immigrant 
neighborhoods and listened as the park 
ranger spoke. “The United States is 
constantly changing,” he said. “By 2003 
33.5 million U.S. residents had been born 
in a foreign country! Of those people, 
about fifty-three percent were from Latin 
America. Another twenty-five percent 
were from Asia. America has become a 
very diverse country!” 

“Americans came from everywhere, 
didn’t they, Grandpa?” Lisa asked. 

Modern-day families immigrate 
to the United States.
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“They sure did,” said Grandpa. “The 
first Americans were actually the Native 
Americans. They settled in North America 
thousands of years before anyone else. 
Today, people are still coming to America.”

”I wonder what it would be like to pick 
up and leave your home,” Lisa said.

“Many immigrants had to work at 
jobs they’d never worked at before,” said 
Grandpa. “They had to learn to live in 
new ways. But thanks to all of the brave 
immigrants who came to America, we have 
a country rich in different cultures and 
traditions!”
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The park ranger led the tour group into 
another room. “Now we’re in the Great 
Hall, or registry room,” he said. “This is 
where immigrants waited to be examined. 
All immigrants had to pass a medical exam. 
They also needed to show documents in 
order to enter the United States.”

“My grandmother told me about her 
examination,” Grandpa told Tommy and 
Lisa. “She said that the immigrants were 
frightened. They were afraid they wouldn’t 
be allowed to enter the United States. 
Luckily, all went well for her. She wasn’t 
sick, and she had the right papers.”

Immigrants were examined in the Great 
Hall at Ellis Island in New York. 
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Lisa was thinking about today’s 
immigrants to America. “Where do 
immigrants enter America today, now that 
Ellis Island is closed?” she asked the park 
ranger.

“California is the new Ellis Island,” 
he answered. “It receives most of our 
country’s new immigrants. They come from 
mainland Asia, the Philippines, Mexico, 
and Central America. They come by ship, 
by airplane, and by car.”

Today most 
immigrants enter 
the United States 
through the state 
of California.
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The park ranger guided the tour group 
into a new area. “This is the American 
Family Immigration History Center,” 
he said. “Here, you can search for your 
ancestors’ records. You can also listen 
to recordings made by immigrants who 
entered at Ellis Island. You can even 
research your family tree if you’d like!”

Lisa turned to Grandpa. “Can we search 
for Great-Great-Grandmother’s records?” 
she asked.

“That’s a wonderful idea!” said 
Grandpa. 

Ellis Island’s American 
Family Immigration 
History Center has 
many family records.
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“Do you have any more stories 
about what it was like for her to be an 
immigrant?” Tommy asked. 

“I sure do,” said Grandpa. “She always 
said it was the hardest thing she ever did, 
and the best thing. Let’s start our search by 
looking for the records of her ship!”

So Lisa, Tommy, and Grandpa spent 
a happy afternoon in the History 
Center. They learned about Grandpa’s 
grandmother and the lives of the other 
brave immigrants who made homes for 
themselves in a strange new land.
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Glossary
attention n. careful 
thinking, looking, or 
listening.

complained v. to 
have said that you 
were unhappy, 
annoyed, or upset 
about something.

drifting v. carrying 
or being carried 
along by currents of 
air or water.

giggle n. a silly or 
uncontrolled laugh.

glaring adj. staring 
angrily. 

looping v. forming a 
line, path, or motion 
shaped so that it 
crosses itself.

struggled v. tried 
hard; worked hard 
against difficulties.

swooping v. 
coming down fast 
on something, as a 
hawk does when it 
attacks.

13368_001-016.indd   Sec1:1613368_001-016.indd   Sec1:16 11/21/05   9:55:59 AM11/21/05   9:55:59 AM

Why did it happen?What happened?

1. Reread page 12. Why were many of the 
immigrants frightened when they came to 
Ellis Island? Use a graphic organizer like the 
one below to show what happened and 
why.

2. Why has America been called a melting 
pot? Where did you find the answer?

3. Write an interesting sentence using the 
word drifting.

4. How would you feel about leaving your 
home to start a new life in a strange land?

Reader Response

13368_CVR.indd   C-D13368_CVR.indd   C-D 11/21/05   9:57:10 AM11/21/05   9:57:10 AM




	previous: 
	next: 


